GOVT: MODIFIE

CARS

CAN BE MoT-FREE...

| Pre-1977 vehicles like this
Austin Mini Cooper can be
@ made a Vehicle of Historic
i Interestin May 2018 -and
not subject to MoT testing.

he Government has ’
declared that your classic
canstillbeaclassedasa ‘
Vehicle of Historic Interest
—and therefore MoT-free — unless

you've made significant changes to ‘

...but you’ll have to declare it as a ‘Ve

Highlights include chassis, axles and
engine modifications. Replacements
of the same pattern chassis and
bodyshells that are original, will
not be considered substantially
changed. Alteration of the type and

your classic in the last 30 years. or method of suspension or steering
Last year, the Government will constitute as a substantial
announced that vehicles ‘I‘HE change. Alternative cubic
40 years and older will capacities of the same basic
be exempt from annual COVER . engine and alternative
roadworthiness testing, 1A original equipment
with the exception of those s TORY engines are not considered
that have been substantially substantially changed.
changed from standard. There are some caveats
And as reported in last week’s however. Many cars that have
: y
Classic Car Weekly (27 December) been issued with a Q-registration

the guidelines for what ‘substantially
changed’ means have been released by
the Government.
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B From 20 May 2018, at the point of
taxing a vehicle, the vehicle keeper
can declare their vehicle exempt from
MoT if it was constructed more than
40 years ago.

B When declaring an exemption, you
will be required to confirm that it has
not been substantially changed (as
defined in this guidance).

1 If the vehicle does not have an MoT

number will still need to be tested, as
will kit cars built using components
from different makes and models.
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and you wish to continue using it
on public roads, you will have either
to undergo an MoT or, if you wish
exemption from the MaT, to declare
that the vehicle is a VHI.

1 If the vehicle has a current MoT
certificate but you anticipate that on
expiry of that certificate you will wish
exemption from future MoTs you will
at the time of relicensing be required
to declare that the vehicleis a VHI.

Department for Transport media
officer, Ashleigh Moore, says:
“The DfT has set the modification
timeframe at 30 years to'ensure that
any modifications made more than
30 years ago will not be considered
as substantial changes that require a
vehicle aged more than 40 years old to
be tested. Mods made along time ago
should not trigger the need for testing.

‘If a car built more than 40 vears
ago was last substantially changed
more than 30 years ago, it would not
be exempt from the requirement for
testing from May 2018. It would need
tohave an MoT if used on a public road
forup to the date at which it would
become not substantially modified for
30 years. It could then be declared by
its keeper as being a Vehicle of Historic

hicle of Historic Interest’ first

£ The process is one of self-
declaration.

E Owners will only be
required to declare their
vehicle to be a VHI if they
wish to be exempted from
an annual MoT test.

£ All'vehicles can still be
tested if their owners wish.
£ The criteria are generic
and permit changes

made less than 30 years
prior to the declaration,
which improve efficiency,
safety, preservation or
environmental performance.
E If vehicles registered on a
Q-plate, as kits or built up
classics, have been registered
as ‘Historic’ vehicies and not
substantially changed, they
can also be exempted.

Interest and hence exempt from
having further MoTs

Communications director for the
Federation of British Historic Vehicle
Clubs, Geoff Lancaster, says: “The
guidance reflects the outcome of
intensive discussions between the DfT
and the FBHVC. In the discussions,
we were careful to take account of
all possible members of the historic
vehicle family.

‘Following strong arguments and
representations, a vehicle maynow
generally be a VHI if relevant changes
were undertaken more than 30 years
previously. This will be a rolling 30
years and replaces the fixed 1988 date
previously proposed by DfT”

Murray Scullion
I tinyurl.com/gvtvhi

YOUR OPINIONS FROM SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEEOOK

B ian Aibert Tickhil"We'll start
Seeing some proper cangerous
heapsontheroad”

1 Stephen Clackes- Twillstiibe
getting my 47-year-oid Trismph
MoTd every year-itsEepartofits
hetoricalTecond®

1 Andy Coolc-"Soif youlavea
40-year-old Mogsie Minorand abig
V8 was dropped nover30D yearsaso
thenit’s not substatliymodified -

¥ Michael Davis="Soif Iread this
comrectiy, 1 can justicnore all the fuss,
takemy car foran MoT eachiyear
aslwas doingamywayandcarryon
as before. Well, that soundseasy

enough
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1 @motoringevents Ridicuious’

1 @rover me"Mywifescrhasan
MoT fafirre for paridng brale lever
missing. Risonafootpedaliwont
S teshers Tnspectine” my cassirsT




